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I would set off at dawn,(– when the night was [still dark] 
Like a cloud blocking sight 
Yet morning made headway upon the shadows, 

Slicing through the dimness like a sword finely wrought –) 

With a beast, broad jawed, swift and energetic, 

Stout in frame, with a strapping back and heavy set 

Yet taut, lean, and tapering in at the waist 

Vicious to look at! Ample folds on bright cheeks 

Black at the base of the ears and the root of the jaws 

Broad-muzzled like a Bactrian camel over a rosy collar 

With large paws and razor-sharp claws 

Like a lion yet with stippled coat 

Ready to pounce on any moving figure 

* *  

After an extensive look around he spotted 

Two herds of gazelle appearing on a hard flatland 

So he set off to stalk them at a furtive pace; 

He crept along, sneaking up unawares, 

Gliding forward like a male viper 

Over raised and hollow terrain, 

Then when poised before the quarry 

He scattered them upon the even ground 

Wreaking carnage with lacerating tears. 

* *  
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After a period of want and economy 

There is no benefit from a hunt without a cheetah. 
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Poor dog! – He was a lord among hounds! 
He fulfilled my need of a falcon, 
Took the place of butcher 

And stockpiling quartermaster. 

Among the throngs of ruddy white gazelles, dogs 

And every rampant catcher, 

He snatched hill-dwelling fauna 

Quick as a lightning flash glimpsed mid star and cloud. 

How many a lean-flanked gazelle 

Who came and went defiantly 

Did he provide me with for grilled meat? 

I set out with him when the world rested, 

My teeth and utensils still 

Yellow-stained from the saffron cooking of a previous 

catch, 

As if greased lightly with liquid gold. 

There we were, in the thicket, 

When, lo, a serpent appeared baring its fangs, 

Striped and naked of all covering, 

And staring through its facial mask. 
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It dug its fangs into my poor hound’s hocks 

And showed no partiality for me – 

O would I had not returned without punishment 

... Not before you had tasted the most painful 
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